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the great philosophic poem " Hertha," and, as a concession to the demands 
of the public, " The Triumph of Time." 

An excellent little preface by the poet's lifelong friend, Mr. Watts- 
Dunton, and a dedicatory epistle to the collected edition of Swinburne's 
Poems from the same friend form the introduction. The book has the 
advantage of omitting whatever might be objectionable or disagreeable to 
the most conservative of thinkers, and for this reason it can hardly be said 
to be a representative collection. Mr. Swinburne was a revolutionist in 
politics and in morals, and what he had to say was exceedingly shocking 
to the conservative, to those who think of life as being entirely satisfactory 
as it is and who desire no very decided changes of form or doctrine. As a 
volume that might be put into the hands of any young girl or boy, without 
hesitation, it is exceedingly able. There is still room for the student's 
selection of Swinburne's poems, a selection which will hold more of the 
revolutionary poems from the " Songs before Sunrise " and a great deal 
more of the representative metrical work from the poet's first series of 
" Poems and Ballads," the whole of " Tristrem," and fuller selections from 
the dramas. 

A Poet's Anthology or Poems. By Alfred Noyes. New York: The 
Baker Taylor Publishing Company, 1911. 

When a poet makes an anthology one expects a good deal from it, and 
in the present case one is distinctly disappointed. The volume is small, 
has no author's index with poem titles, so that there is no quick way of 
seeing at a glance just what has been included. The other fault we have 
to complain of is that there is not a single unexpected poem in the volume 
or a single poem that any one else could not have chosen just as well as 
Mr. Noyes himself. How perfectly matter-of-fact the selections are may 
be judged from the fact that a young child of sixteen years, hearing the 
first lines of the poems read, recognized every poem in the book and gave 
the author. The divisions of the volume are fanciful and the contents 
slight. Take division VI, for example, entitled " Of such as these " (mean- 
ing, of course, children), and we have Blake's "Piper" and the little 
fifteenth-century carol, "He came all so still" (with modernized spelling), 
Blake's " Little Lamb," Wordsworth's sonnet, " It is a beauteous evening 
calm and free," and the whole of " Pippa Passes " : this latter poem takes 
up seventy-nine pages out of a book which contains only three hundred 
and ninety. 

One may say in its favor that there is nothing in the volume that one 
objects to, but there is nothing that is difficult to come at elsewhere; except 
one or two of Mrs. Meynell's later poems and two or three selections from 
Francis Thompson's last poems, there is nothing not included in other 
anthologies. On the whole, the volume as coming from Mr. Noyes is dis- 
tinctly disappointing. 

Optimos. By Horace Traubell. New York: B. W. Huebsch, 1910. 

Mr. Horace Traubell is well known as the literary executor of Walt 
Whitman, as editor, publisher, and printer of the Socialistic journal The, 
Conservator and as a very prolific poet. If many of the poets we speak of 
have manner without matter, Mr. Traubell has matter without manner, or 
manners, or grammar, or diction, or restraint, or anything but riotous 



